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Anonymous
I2TH-I3TH CENTURIES
I
Do you wonder why I, the story teller, have recked to you so many
poems * about the passing of spring?
Now in the Shao Hsing period (1131-1162) there lived in the
capital2 a certain Prince of Hsienan, a native of Yenanfu, Yen-
chou province. One day becoming conscious of the passing of spring
he took his family out to enjoy the delights of the season. That
afternoon, as he passed by the Carriage Bridge inside the Chien-
tang Gate on his way home, he heard some one in a picture-
mounter's shop say to his daughter, "Come, my child, and look
at the Prince!" The Prince saw the girl and said to one of his
orderlies: "I have been wanting to engage a girl like the one
there. Now see that the girl is brought to the palace tomorrow."
The orderly obeyed and set out to-find the girl.
What sort of person was it that the Prince saw?
Just as the dust behind the carriage will settle down,
So will hearts destined to unite eventually meet.
Under the Carriage Bridge the orderly saw a house with a sign
on which was written: "The House of Chu, Mounters of Paint-
ing and Calligraphy." Inside the shop there was an old man with
his daughter. And what was his daughter like? Listen:
*I have omitted eleven poems prefaced to the story.
2 The capital of the southern Sung dynasty was at Hangchou.